Effects of two negative staining methods on the Chinese atypical rotavirus.
The Chinese atypical (Group B) rotavirus, previously called the adult diarrhoea rotavirus (ADRV), was examined by transmission electron microscopy using either uranyl acetate or potassium phosphotungstate (PTA) as negative stains. Complete rotavirus particles were seen using uranyl acetate which were indistinguishable morphologically from typical rotaviruses. In the same preparations virus particles with differing degrees of degradation were seen after staining with PTA. This effect was not related to pH of the PTA and could be prevented by fixation of the specimen by 0.1 per cent glutaraldehyde. It is concluded that the use of PTA can give rise to falsely negative results for specimens containing this virus.